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was accepted and the Seyyed bidden to the pir's house
in Multan. A woman said to be possessed was brought
in and settled on the floor with three female minstrels
near her. The pir sat on a bed in front, and bidding the
minstrels thrum on their drums, leant forward and
passed and repassed a finger round her head, muttering
as he did so, passages from the Koran. Many times he
called upon the jinn to declare his name, but the woman
always replied with hers. He then made her shake her
head and keep on shaking it from side to side. Drums
and incantations began again, but all in vain. In
despair the pir seized a stick and was about to belabour
her in orthodox style, when the Seyyed, in whom the
humaner feelings were stronger than the scientific,
intervened and said that a jinn that had to be driven out
in that way was no jinn at all. The jinn was there, said
the pir unabashed, but it was a heretic (kdfir) jinn and
not a Muhammadan.

In all this there is nothing peculiar to the Punjab.
Doughty describes the same practices in Arabia. 'In
the Arabic borderlands there is hardly a child, or
almost an animal, which is not defended from the evil
one by a charm/ 'The same men catch after charms
that will not pay for medicines: every wiseacre of them
would purchase a hijab (an amulet written with the
names of Allah) with reals, even were they the last in
his slender purse.*1 Doughty was a doctor and to a
large extent paid his way through Arabia by what he
could earn with his medicines. To a man of less stern
mould it would have been a severe temptation not to
give the sick charms instead. 'Why*, he was asked,
'write you no hijabs ? Write, man, and the whole town
will be at thy door, and every one with two dollars, or
three, in his hand, Thou couldst be enriched soon that
now never canst thrive in this selling of medicines/2
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